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Workshop outline

vowel reduction in EFL and in Czech English

vowel reduction in pronunciation teaching

awareness-raising tasks
perception activities

production activities



VYowel reduction in the EFL context

® stress and rhythm
® no systematic vowel reduction in Czech
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VYowel reduction in the EFL context

schwa 1s related to stress and rhythm

/ta'geda/

crucial rhythmical element

/a/ = 25% of all vowels

non-prominent
® shorter

® quieter

® lower in melody
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VYowel reduction in the EFL context

schwa 1s related to stress and rhythm
I
/ to g eéa/ Stressed vowels Unstressed vowels | Reduced vowels (schwa)
Long, clear Short, clear Very short, very unclear
crucial rhythmical element 2
/3l =25% of all vowels g
non-prominent 2 a ?
e e )
© shorter i i d
. o 0 )
© quueter u u )
Q) lower ln melody Very casy to hear Easy to hear Hard to hear

important to teach to speakers of schwa-less L1s

(Gilbert, 2008)




Vowel reduction in Czech English

® strongly accented speakers

® “schwa” in unstressed syllables of lexical words
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Vowel reduction in Czech English

® vowel quality often “correct” in moderately accented speakers

® mid central vowel

® acoustic properties of a prominent vowel

® too long, too “strong” '

® mid central vowel # reduced vowel

P

(Volin, Weingartova & Skarnitzl, 2013
Weingartovd, Poesova & Volin, 2014
Cervinkovd Poesova & Weingartova, 2018)
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Vowel reduction in Czech English

reduction concerns grammatical words (“‘weak forms™)
high-frequency words

prominent realizations “draw too much attention™

weak form words 1in Czech English are always too long and strong

(Volin & Johanikova, 2018, Skarnitzl & Rumlova, 2019)



Vowel reduction in Czech English

tendency to pronounce full vowels (mostly [e 0])
if [3], 1t 1s still too prominent

lack of prominence contrast

greater problem 1n grammatical (weak form) words
than 1n unstressed syllables of lexical words



Factors behind the lack of vowel reduction in EFL

© spelling

® an accurate separation of different colours is impossible

® L1 influence
® photograph ['foutogra:f] x fotografie ['fotografije]

® opera[ppra] x opera ['opera]

® perceptual illusion

® ignorance of
pronunciation rules

® could have [kad aVv] (Poesovd, 2012

Poesova, 2015)




Vowel reduction in pronunciation teaching

® schwa in the centre of the sound patterns of English
® one of 44 phonemes — a sound on a different level

® PronSci phonemic chart
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What teachers should bear in mind

® raising awareness (cognition), perception and production (skills)

(O

more enjoyment, less anxiety (affective states)
® word and sentence level

forget, problem, operation
There is a box for your brother.
® schwa in context (prominence contrast)

focus on schwa — foget forget fgfget _— LGET
focus on stress — for'get forGET forget

@ o
o @ @ o 0
® marking prominence units:|forget Lprobleml your b?qther




First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks

This 1s 2 nice event.



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks

sheep moon

cat catp



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks

sheep moon

/1/ /u:/

cat carp

/&e/ /a:/



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks

sheep moon

/1:/ /u/

cat carp

/&e/ /a./



First encounter with schwa — discovery activity

a) /pi: ps pi: ps pi: pa pi: ps pi: pa pi: ps pi: ps pi: pa/
b) /ti: to tiI to til to til to til to til to til to til to til to til to til to/

c) /pi: to pi: to/

Peter



First encounter with schwa — stuttering

Can you stutter?

produce the word foot with a stutter
produce the word ball with a stutter

train — terrain



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks
(focus on spelling)

® Listen and circle the parts with /o/:

pepper, marmalade, yoghurt, potato, melon, vanilla, celery, raisin, famous

pepper, marmalade, yoghurt, potato, melon, vanilla, celery, raisin, famous

® Which letters or combinations of letters represent /o/?
<er> <a> <ur> <o> <e> <> <ou>

pepper, marmalade, yogurt, potato, melon, vanilla, celery, raisin, famous



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks
(noticing)

® Notice the difference between the English word and its Czech counterpart.

marmalade x marmelada
yoghurt X jogurt
melon < meloun
vanilla x vanilka

celery x celer



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks
(playing with prominence clues )

® Say the nonsense word dooby 1n the following ways:

- 15t gyllable long, 24 shortly and vice versa
- 15t gyllable high, 2" low and vice versa
- 15t gyllable aloud, 24 quietly and vice versa

- 15t gyllable with schwa, 2" with a full vowel and vice versa



First encounter with schwa — awareness-raising tasks
(summary)

® 1ntroduction of the sound schwa and its symbol /3/

(relaxed articulatory setting — Friday afternoon sound)

discovery activity: a) /pi: pa pi: pa/ b)/tizto tiz to/ c¢) /pi: to pi: to/
stuttering

circle/underline/colour the parts with /o/ (spelling)

mother tongue equivalents (noticing)

© 0 0 O O

playing with prominence clues (higher, louder, longer, full vowel quality x
lower, quieter, shorter, reduced vowel quality)

® 1ndicating prominence units/contrasts in words and phrases



Perception exercises — Raise your hand

® Listen and raise your hand (alternatively a card with the schwa symbol)
when you hear schwa in a word or phrase.

\I




Perception exercises — Raise your hand

® Listen and raise your hand (alternatively a card with the schwa symbol)
when you hear schwa in a word or phrase.

water

all my life
mobile
around

surprise

begin
common

Japan

Glasgow
made of silk



Perception exercises — Raise your hand

® Listen and raise your hand (alternatively a card with the schwa symbol)
when you hear schwa in a word or phrase.

water

all my life

mobile \
around

surprise

begin \
common

Japan

Glasgow
made of silk



Perception exercises — Raise your hand

® Listen and raise your hand (alternatively a card with the schwa symbol)
when you hear schwa in a word or phrase.

water

around
surprise \
common

Japan
made of silk \




Perception exercises — Words without schwa

® Listen and 1n each group circle the word without schwa (Baker, 2006).

listen horse doctor teacher answer
banana butter question hat mother

cup flower window pizza shop



Perception exercises — Words without schwa

® Listen and 1n each group circle the word without schwa (Baker, 2006).

listen F

doctor teacher answer

banana butter question mother

flower pizza
@



Perception exercises — How many schwas?

® Listen and show how many schwas you hear 1in each word.

taxi driver
farmer
carpenter
photographer
pilot

window dresser
secretary

office assistant



Perception exercises — How many schwas?

® Listen and show how many schwas you hear 1in each word.

taxi driver — 1
farmer — 1
carpenter — 2
photographer — 3
pilot — 1

window dresser — 1
secretary — 1(2)
office assistant — 2



Perception exercises — Weak or strong?

® Are the words pronounced weakly or strongly in the following sentences?

P
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your
were
your
your
that
that
that
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Perception exercises — Weak or strong?

® Are the words pronounced weakly or strongly in the following sentences?

. were — W
. your — S

. were — W
. your — W
your — W
that — S
that — W
that — W

© N U R W



Perception exercises — summary

® Raise your hand
® Words without schwa
® How many schwas?

® Weak or strong?



Production — partial transcription in words

bee
buttofly
mosquito
spido
crocadile
octopas
gorillo
elophant
kangoroo
lion



Production — partial transcription in dialogues

What dos he do? He’s o shop ossistont.
Where dos she work?  She works in tho cinomo.

Where dos he work? He works 1n o factory.



Production — partial transcription of a short text

He took this picts in 1949 in Jopan. He was working for o magozine. They
wanted photos of fishomon. Tho people in tho photo were o fishomon called
Peto, his wife, ond their little baby boy. Peto was leaving to go to

Canados and ths phatogophs wanted to take o photo of him ond his wife in

front of tho boat.



Production — analogies between word and sentence levels

® Produce the following words with the right reductions.

forgive
Japanese
polite
correct
overrun
balloon



Production — analogies between word and sentence levels

® Produce the following words with the right reductions.

forgive — for Jim

Japanese — made of cheese
polite — her light

correct — her neck

overrun — should have done
balloon — at noon



Production — analogies between word and sentence levels

® Produce the phrases. Do you remember the words with the same
stress pattern?

for Jim

made of cheese
her light

her neck

should have done
at noon



Production — energy profile

AMERICA
AMERICA — AMERICA — AMERICA — AMERICA — AMERICA

crocodile, personality, banana, surprising, hospital



Conclusion

©

©

©

©

schwa as a frequent topic in teaching

importance of phrase/sentence level

noticing — perception — production
®© let Ss notice (Weak or strong?)
® let Ss experience and experiment (Energy profile, Dooby)

® suppress the written form

,,important nothing* <> other elements in the sound system



Feedback — reflection

® One thing that was new for me:
® One thing I have never thought about before:
® One activity I’d like to perform with my class. Why?

® Your own recommendation and things that work for your students.
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