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Language Awareness can be defined as 
explicit knowledge about language, and 
conscious perception and sensitivity in 
language learning, language teaching 
and language use. 
It covers a wide spectrum of fields. For example, 
Language Awareness issues include exploring the 
benefits that can be derived from developing a 
good knowledge about language, a conscious 
understanding of how languages work, of how 
people learn them and use them.

Can we become better language users or learners 
or teachers if we develop a better understanding?

http://www.lexically.net/ala/la_defined.htm



http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisa-2018-global-competence.htm

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisa-2018-global-competence.htm






Language has 3 functions: 
communication, 

identity, 
and culture.

Kirkpatrick (2007)





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1zh49J5rsg











Pronunciation 
work to help 
improve 

speaking skills



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8e6ygYaoB0



• Contextualized 
practice

• Relevance

• Frequency 

Segmentals

(reference to Pamela R. Revel’s talk at IATEFL 2015)





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe8_aka_qlw

Creature comforts



Suprasegmentals
• Sounding more natural

• Less strain on the 
listener – avoiding 
misunderstandings

• Awareness of cultural 
aspects



Pronunciation 
work to help 
improve 

listening skills



Challenges
• Rate of delivery

• Lack of awareness of 
different individual 
sounds and of connected 
speech features

• Different accents



https://www.newyorker.com/science/maria-konnikova/science-misheard-lyrics-mondegreens

https://www.newyorker.com/science/maria-konnikova/science-misheard-lyrics-mondegreens
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https://imgflip.com/memegenerator



• identify your areas for 

development

• trace a development plan

• work on your study routine

• be curious about the

English language and its 

varieties

• encourage questioning 

from learners
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