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Linguis'c profiling?
Kelly Elizabeth Wright 2020

hAps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YiSTziPt5o



Linguis)c discrimina)on
1. natural phenomenon
2. systemic oppression

Wright 2020



Variety:
1.Region
2.Gender
3.Age

4. Race
5. Socio-

economics

Wright 2020



Variety:
Loca'on in space'me

Wright 2020

= Contextual posi'oning



Linguis.c profiling:
• Informal 
• On-the-spot
• Unconscious 

Wright 2020



Linguis.c profiling:
<= social stereotypes

Wright 2020



Standard variety ↗

Wright 2020

Non-standard variety ↘



Linguis.c profiling:

⚡ similar to racial profiling⚡

Wright 2020



“Accent = first point of gate-keeping” 



Three na)ve dialects
§ African American
§ Standardized Am.
§ Southern US Am.

hAps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YiSTziPt5o

Kelly Elizabeth Wright 2020



Three na)ve dialects
Social Assessment

Survey
§ race
§ region
§ 10 character a8ributes

Wright 2020



Wright 2020



10 character aFributes

Wright 2020



10 character aFributes Wright 2020

African American 
language voice

Least a8rac<ve
confident

pleasant
trustworthy

Most poor
difficult

masculine



10 character aFributes Wright 2020

African American 
language voice

Least a8rac<ve
confident

pleasant
trustworthy

Most poor
difficult

masculine

Standard US 
American voice
✅✅✅✅✅
✅✅✅✅✅
Most rich 

educated
etc.

South US 
American voice
✅✅✅✅✅✅
Most confident 

pleasant
trustworthy…

WHITENESS



IntersecDonality

https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intersectionality

Systemic oppression



2. Origins of linguis.c stereotypes

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

• In-utero 
• 7-month-old babies
• 5-year-old children 

Trust?



2. Origins of linguis.c stereotypes

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

• Similar accent 
• Accent > race
• Social status
• Na've speaker 

> foreign-accented speaker

Trust AFFINITY BIAS



2. Origins 
of linguis.c 
stereotypes



Stereotyped accents 
in animated films



Lippi-Green 2012
Disney animated films

CriDcal discussion about gender roles, 
racism or historical inaccuracies?

• AcDvely discouraged
• Interest in profits
• No impact on box-office numbers



Lippi-Green 2012
The Nielsen Company

• Merchandising storm
• Ubiquitous presence in children’s lives

Deep and long-lasDng effect on  
socializaDon and development of idenDty



Lippi-Green 2012
Disney animated films: 1937 - 2009

SystemaDc exposure to
Standard English ideologies
Social and linguisDc stereotypes



Reinacher 2016
Disney and Dreamworks: 
2009 - 2015

h"ps://www.anglis.k.uni-kiel.de/de/fachgebiete/kultur-und-medienwissenscha:en/popular-culture/materialien/animated-children2019s-films



Reinacher 2016



Reinacher 2016

• Number of evil characters with foreign accent: 
40% –> 4%

• Number of characters with fic<onal accent: 
0% –> 10%

• Higher number of characters/
da<ng or married couples with SAE



Reinacher 2016

= Exis<ng stereotypes + certain varie<es of English

= Devia<on from conserva<ve family values 

NO Standard US American English



3. Inclusive decision-making
Trustworthiness of accents

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

RP
Southern English

Cockney
Birmingham
Liverpudlian

HALO EFFECT HORNS EFFECT



3. Inclusive decision-making
Trustworthiness of accents

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

Neuroscience:
Change over Dme



3. Inclusive decision-making
Trustworthiness of accents

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

Change over Dme

CONFORMITY BIAS
GROUPTHINK
IN-GROUP/OUT-GROUP



3. Inclusive decision-making
Trustworthiness of accents

hAps://www.bbc.com/future/ar2cle/20180307-what-does-your-accent-say-about-you

Accent + behaviour

↗

↗

↗

↘ ↘ ↘



3. Inclusive decision-making

hAps://www.sietareu.org/seu-journal-march-2018/

CONTEXT 
= so<ware of the mind

Mai Nguyen-Phong-Mai



3. Inclusive decision-making

(based on Lippi-Green 2012, 74)



Thank you very much
LinkedIn         @KaLicht
info@communicaOonlights.de


